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“Racial Segregation and Lack of Resources Prevent
Ethnic Minority children from learning Chinese
effectively at kindergarten”

Hong Kong, 7 May, 2018 - The Zubin Foundation, a leading social policy think-
thank, today launched a research report: “Securing a Good Start for Students of
Chinese as an Additional Language (CAL) in Kindergarten”. With sponsorship
from the Chen Yet-sen Family Foundation, Peter Bennett Foundation and The
Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Fund (SIE Fund), the
research shows:

“Racial Segregation and Lack of Resources prevent ethnic minority children
from learning Chinese well in kindergarten”.

e Children from non-Chinese speaking backgrounds are often clustered
together in a small number of schools - some have 80% + non-Chinese
speaking children, making it much harder to learn Chinese naturally

e Over 40% of kindergartens have zero EM children - the presence of EM
children in a kindergarten is viewed as a deterrent by some Hong Kong
Chinese parents

The report released today also shows a lack of centrally available resources to
help teachers teach children from non-Chinese speaking backgrounds or help
parents support their children at home.

e There are no teaching programmes to teach beginner Chinese for EM
students in EMI kindergartens

e There is no centralised structured programme of support for students
learning Chinese as an Additional Language (CAL) in CMI kindergartens.

¢ No resources centrally available to help students learn CAL.
Kindergartens must make their own materials from scratch on an ad hoc
basis.

e No CAL resources which can be used at home by non-Chinese speakers.

Shalini Mahtani, MBE, The Zubin Foundation Founder and Chair, said there was
an urgent need for all kindergartens in Hong Kong to pursue a policy of
inclusive admissions and that the government should create an Inclusion Guide
and Toolkit for use in kindergartens and primary schools. “We need to provide
kindergartens with the mindset and materials, so they can incorporate and



celebrate the cultures of Hong Kong’s non-Chinese population in the classroom” Ms
Mahtani said.

Ms Mahtani said ethnic minority parents want their children to benefit from a
Chinese language education and her organisation had been shocked to find so
few resources being available to support children from non-Chinese speaking
backgrounds, “we urgently need EDB and schools to develop and use a wide range
of resources to help our children gain high levels of Chinese proficiency at
kindergarten”, she said.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Securing a Good Start for Students of Chinese as an Additional Language (CAL) in
Kindergarten

Full Report:

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/da2d17 b42292daf5124ff6bbdd963df27cd732.pdf

Report Summary:

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/da2d17 2f61643eb176495fb2f1e8788ffa0dc5.pdf

B3 https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/da2d17 8eafbcdbf6d5434597af3cc036d6e300.pdf
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About The Zubin Foundation

The Zubin Mahtani Gidumal Foundation (also known as The Zubin Foundation) is a non-partisan social
policy think tank and registered charity committed to shedding light on enduring barriers to fairness
and opportunity Hong Kong. The Zubin Foundation’s core focuses are ethnic minority welfare and
patient welfare. The Zubin Foundation was established by two Hong Kong individuals, Shalini Mahtani
and Ravi Gidumal in memory of their son Zubin who died tragically in 2009.

See www.zubinfoundation.org
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